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Getting to Know
Reputable Journals



Two Major Academic Literature Collections 
(Indexers)

● Clarivate – Web of Science (https://mjl.clarivate.com/): Journal Citation Report → Journal Impact Factor →
Journal Citation Indicator (New Metric)

● Scopus (https://www.scopus.com/) – Scimago Journal Rank: SJR, SNIP
● The competition between WOS and SCOPUS databases is intense
● WOS and SCOPUS are the most widespread databases on different scientific field which are frequently used for 

searching the literature (Guz and Rushchitsky, 2009)

https://mjl.clarivate.com/
https://www.scopus.com/


SINTA – Indonesian Indexing Journals









What is Research?
"... proses sistematis mengumpulkan dan menganalisis informasi (data) untuk
meningkatkan pemahaman kita tentang fenomena yang menjadi perhatian atau minat
kita.“

“The process of finding solutions to a problem after a thorough study and

analysis of the situational factors” (Sekaran & Bougie, 2016)

Riset ilmiah:
Dilakukan dengan langkah-langkah yang logis dan menggunakan metoda yang rigorous
(tertentu-norma) dalam mengidentifikasikan masalah, mengumpulkan data,
menganalisis data dan menarik kesimpulan secara valid



Writing Barriers

● English language
● Not confidence
● No pressure to publish
● Lack of encouragement and support
● Fear of rejection and/or unpleasant comments
● Lack of research writing training
● Lacking ideas



Prepare Your Manuscript

1. Introduction or 
Background

2. Literature review
3. Methodology
4. Findings or results or 

analysis
5. Discussion or synthesis
6. Conclusions



Building Block of Science





Research Background

General issues of research context (1-2 paragraphs) → Provide 
supported data

Reseach gap from previous literatures (1 paragraph)

Research position (1 paragraph)

The role and function of research object (variables) (1 paragraph)

The research purposes (1 paragraph)

Research questions, research objectives and the methods adopted to 
elicit answers to research questions (1 paragraph/1 table format)
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The main point that need to be explored in the 

article:

Higher education faces unprecedented challenges 

in defining its goals, roles, organization and scope 

in society and economy. Most countries encourage 

universities to become independent, profit-oriented 

institutions without losing their function as 

educational institutions. Thus, the university does 

not only focus on education and research but also 

on science and technology commercialization.

Those are required holistic strategic which leads the 

organizational changes in contributing to economic 

development....etc.

General issues of 

research context (1-2 

paragraphs)

The main point that need to be explored in the 

article:

Recently, many studies were conducted to explore 

the phenomenon of EU, but there is limited practical 

and literature evidence available regarding the 

concept and framework of EU (Sooreh et al., 2011), 

specifically by using the quadruple helix approach. 

The previous works explored how to build the EU 

framework from ontological, epistemological, and 

methodological viewpoints (Gustomo & Ghina, 

2017)....etc.

Reseach gap from 

previous literatures 

(1 paragraph)

Research Background: Sampel Study (“Analysis of 
Faculty Readiness in Fostering Entrepreneurial 
University Agenda”)



Research Background: Sampel Study (“Analysis of 
Faculty Readiness in Fostering Entrepreneurial 
University Agenda”)

The main point that need to be explored in the article:

This study offers a new concept by presenting the 

concept of quadruple helix by involving various 

stakeholders (Academic, Business, Government, and 

Community) to actively participate in realizing the 

EU....etc. → Compare with the previous literature, 

what research gap would you like to fill.

Research position 

(1 paragraph)

The main point that need to be explored in the article:

The faculty capabilities are vital aspect to support 

university in fostering EU. This capabilities consist of 

university’s three core mission, which are teaching, 

research, and community services....etc.

The role and 

function of 

research subject 

(variables) (1 

paragraph)

The research reported here is an ongoing stage in 

exploring the EU Ecosystem. This stage is very 

important to validate a more holistic systematic 

framework through collecting data from two regions 

in the different country. This early empirical study 

focus to faculty as a unit to support university in 

fostering EU. The purpose of this study is to provide 

comparison data from two schools in the different 

country related to faculty readiness level in providing 

some academics and practical guidance as to its 

future EU agenda.

The research 

purposes (1 

paragraph)



Literature Review and Conceptual Framework

Literature Review:

The documentation of a comprehensive review of the published and unpublished work 

from secondary sources of data in the areas of specific interest to the researcher 

Conceptual Framework:

● A conceptual framework explains the relationships between various factors that 

are considered important in the problem under study

● Formulate hypotheses that can be tested to determine whether the developed 

theoretical framework is valid and reliable



An approach for 
testing objective 

theories by examining 
the relationship 

among variables..

An approach for 
exploring or 

understanding the 
meaning individuals 

or groups ascribe to a 
social or human 

problem.

An approach to inquiry 
involving collecting both 

quantitative and 
qualitative data, 

integrating the two forms 
of data, and using 

distinct designs that may 
involve philosophical 

assumptions and 
theoretical frameworks.

Research Methodology

Quantitative 
Research

Qualitative 
Research

Mixed-Method 
Research



Mixed Methods Case Study Design



Research Tools
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Research Methodology
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Research Methodology



Research Variables

02
● The variable of primary interest to the researcher. 

● The researcher’s goal is to understand and describe the 

dependent variable, or to explain its variability, or 

predict it.

03

● The variable that surfaces between the time the independent variables 

start operating to influence the dependent variable and the time their 

impact is felt on it.

● The independent variable can influence dependent variable through the 

mediating variable. 

● To model a process. 

04

● The variable that has a strong contingent effect on independent variable-dependent

variable relationship.

● The third variable that modifies the original relationship between the independent and

dependent variables.

● The variable that can make the relationship between independent and dependent

variables stronger or weaker.

● It can strengthen or weaken the relationship between independent variable and dependent

variable.

01
Independent Variable / Predictor

Variable (Variable X)

The variable that influences the 

dependent variable in either a 

positive or negative way.

Dependent Variable / Criterion 
Variable (Variable y)

Mediating Variable / 
Intervening Variable

Moderating Variable



How do I Start Data Analysis?

You might start with questions (e.g., the questions in your 
case study protocol) rather than with the data. Start with a 
small question first, then identify your evidence that 
addresses the question.

Draw a tentative conclusion based on the weight of the 
evidence, also asking how you should display the 
evidence so that readers can check your assessment. 

Continue to a larger question and repeat the procedure. 
Keep going until you think you have addressed your main 
research question(s).



Article Publishing Process Stages

Designing 
Research

Article 
Writing

Journal 
Selection

Article 
Submission



Why Are Our Articles Rejected?
Professor David Phillips (University of Oxford), former Editor of the Oxford Review of 
Education, has offered the following explanations: •
● The article is not ready; it is only a draft. 
● The article is too parochial (it will not appeal to a wider, international audience). 
● The article is written in poor English. 
● The manuscript is poorly prepared. 
● The article is too short or too long (check the article length specified in author 

guidelines). 
● The article has been submitted to the wrong journal (the material will not be 

relevant to the readers -check the aims and scope of a journal before submitting to 
it). 

● Nothing new is stated or found. 
● The article is under-theorized. 
● It is not properly a journal article and would be better suited to another form of 

publication.





Choosing the Right Journal

• If possible, find journal in the reputable publisher and check 
in the Scopus Database, SJR, or WOS 

• Read carefully the scope of the journal
• Read topics that cover the respective journal
• See who are the editors and reviewers
• Review volumes and issues →What is missing?
• Read min 10 papers of that journal → It is good to see what 

they accept
• Read the guidelines
• The type of article
• Journal’s performance (track record time line publication and 

the number of article every issue – Is it increase significant?)
• Choose open access or closed access



Choosing the Right Journal

Journal Finder
• Some publishers provide the journal finder to find journals that most colsely match 

your title/abstract

Journal metrics
• Help to select the most appropriate journal
• Types of journal metrics: speed, reach, and impact (Ex. SNIP, SJR, Citescore, IF, 

Eigenfactor)

Pay attention to predatory journals
• A publishing business model that is suspected to exploit authors and involves:

1. charging publication fees to authors without checking (or minimal checking) articles 
for quality and legitimacy

2. providing the accelerated editorial process
3. publishing services associated with legitimate journals (open access or not).

• List maintained by Jeffrey Beall (aka Beall's List)



Journal Metric



Tips and Trick

• Read the journal guidelines, Read, Read, and Read!

• Don't force submit in journals that are not the topic

• Don’t think that paid journals are definitely easy to accept

• Don't ask: are there slots? when is the LOA issued? Even though 
it's only been submitted for 1 day --> High confidence

• Following the structure of a thesis or research report

• Check your paper to the proofreader 

• Make Collaboration 

• Never think of committing a violation (unethical publications)

• Create a “list” as an alternative to a journal that will be sent a 
manuscript, the order of one is priority and so on. Remember: 
good article will find its right home (journal)



Common Mistakes



Don’t Plagiarize

Don’t Cherry Pick

Don’t Manipulate Data

Don’t Double Submit

Example:
Offer to pay to become an author

TABOOS



English Proofreading





Cover Letter



Cover Letter



Follow Up Paper



Merespon Hasil Review



Paper Withdrawal



My Publications when Master Degree



Students’ Publication



“A person may be smart as high as the 

sky, but as long as he does not write, 

he will be lost in society and from 

history. Writing is work to eternity.” 

-- Pramoedya Ananta Tour --



Thank You


